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A long lunch
Interligne tablecloth by Hermès, 
Interligne orange placemats  
by Hermès, Pride 195( cutlery by 
David Mellor, Louis XVI dinner  
and dessert plates by Alix D 
Reynis, Chequered pleated 
napkin by Œuvres Sensibles, 
Bamboo double-layer 
corkscrew by Lorenzi Milano, 
Bottle aprons by Gohar, Ultima 
Thule highball by Iittala 
from David Mellor, Patrician 

Drinking Set No.)(8 by Josef 
Ho!mann, 1917 3 Lobmeyr, 
Kin Brass candleholders by 
Skultuna, Vintage Danish teak 
candleholders, Hand-blown glass  
bud vase by Vogel Studio from 
Abask, White narcissus and 
green viburnum from Flowers 
Flowers Flowers, Sina salt and 
pepper mill by Gejst, Ultima 
Thule pitcher by Iittala from 
David Mellor

Setting the table A long lunch
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A languorous repast
Oh, lunch, how we love you. Let us count the 
ways. The preparation, for one thing: shopping, 
chopping and cooking in the morning, those 
scents of bay and thyme, say, infusing the  
house when it may normally smell of stillness. 
Lunch rouses everyone; it’s never not a small 
celebration. This meal, after all, might be the 
ultimate sign of generosity because it’s about 
sharing precious daylight together. For the host 
and the guest, pretty much anything can wait 
until after – what can be done today can also 
very much be put o& until tomorrow and that’s 
the great joy of this part of the day. What a 
pleasure it is, then, once arranged. 

All mealtimes can be a forum for learning 
about others and polishing friendships, sure 
but also for meeting perfect strangers – and 
here, that can work wonders in the honesty  
of light (we’ll learn later how it can di&er 
deliciously under cover of darkness). Lunch  
is as fresh as an apple or cool as champagne: 
it can be clear and crystalline, possessed of  
a zip and vim that catalyse conversation and 
allow for friendships to forge and go on to last 
a lifetime.

Lunch, then, is an intention. The flowers 
cut, the places laid, the sun o&ering a subtle 
annunciation of good news for the rest of the 
day. Those bullfinches (right), didn’t know 
each other before and now look – they’re deep 
in understanding; maybe they’re in love. The 
candle will surely burn down on their watch. 
Lunch: let’s not call time on the day quite yet.

This page
Interligne tablecloth by Hermès, 
Interligne orange placemat  
by Hermès, Pride 1()3 cutlery by  
David Mellor, Ultima Thule 
pitcher by Iittala from David 
Mellor, Windblown oak vessel  
by Bobby Mills from Blue 
Mountain School, Pruning 
shears by Nishigaki from Japanese 
Knife Company, White lilac from 
Flowers Flowers Flowers

Opposite
O+ce candleholder by Skultuna, 
Patrician drinking set No.,3- by  
Josef Ho!mann, 1917 3 Lobmeyr, 
Tigers Eye matchbox sleeve  
mini by Matilda Goad & Co,  
Bullfinch figures by Quail Ceramics, 
Bottle apron, champagne by Gohar

Setting the table A long lunch
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Raising a glass
Aristidia white tablecloth 
by Svenskt Tenn, Cherub and 
panther wine stopper by Svenskt 
Tenn, Fish bottle opener by 
Svenskt Tenn, Panama coaster by 
Svenskt Tenn, Panama matchbox 
by Svenskt Tenn, Walnut 
nutcracker by Feldspar, Walnut 
paperweight by Carl Auböck from 
Abask, Bamboo candleholder 
by Svenskt Tenn, Ebony oval 
tray by Zanetto from Bonadea, 
Glass nibbles bowl by Lobmeyr, 
Yellow glass vase by Louise Roe 
from Mytheresa, Manhattan 
champagne bowl by Georg 
Jensen, Champagne coupes by 
Lobmeyr, Champagne coupes 
by Rose Uniacke, Champagne 
flutes by Baccarat, Wine glasses 
by Lobmeyr, Cocktail napkins 
by Ebneter & Biel, White 
delphiniums, White lilacs and 
viburnum from Grandirosa

Setting the table Raising a glass
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