J. & L. Lobmeyr: The Magic of Sensuality
Viennese Glass and Chandelier Manufacturer Celebrates 190 Years of Creativity

The MOMA in New York collects it, Alain
Ducasse serves it, the best designers create
it, and people all over the world treasure it
every day: glassware made by Vienna
manufacturer J. & L. Lobmeyr sparks
universal fascination. Lobmeyr chandeliers
grace private living spaces, opera houses,
consulates, palaces, and mosques from
Mecca to Medina. The company, and its
store on the historic Kärntner Straße in
Vienna, has been owner-operated for six
generations. Founded in 1823, it celebrates
190 years of successful business this year.

Drinking Set No. 238 “Patrician”, Designed by Josef
Hoffmann, 1917

Photos and text available to download at:
www.lobmeyr.at/downloads/dlallgemein
Before being sold, Lobmeyr glassware has gone through at least 24 pairs of hands and
four separate quality controls, the last of which is always by a member of the family. It’s
the little differences that make Lobmeyr glassware what it is and inspire Lobmeyr fans all
over the world. “Glass is a fascinating and complex material,” says Leonid Rath, who
manages the Viennese company for the sixth generation together with his cousins
Andreas and Johannes Rath. The mastery of Lobmeyr glassblowers can be seen, for
example, in their crafting of thinly delicate muslin glass. Less than a millimeter thick, it
creates an incomparably fine connection between mouth, glass, and drink – a sensual
experience that “changes one’s behavior”, as New York design guru Murray Moss says,
“making you more elegant, more graceful.”
Designing for Lobmeyr: From Loos to Lang
Lobmeyr glass designers are painters, architects, and designers. Around the turn of the
century it was Josef Hoffmann or Adolf Loos, today it is Stefan Sagmeister, Helmut Lang,
Ted Muehling, Gregor Eichinger, Michael Anastassiades, Tomàs Alonso, Marco Dessí, and
others. “We are regularly contacted by designers from all over the world,” explains
Leonid Rath, “as well as by various concept stores, magazines like Wallpaper, and
companies like Vitra.”
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On the Tables of the World
Exclusive star restaurateurs also swear by the magic of Lobmeyr glassware, including
classic master Alain Ducasse or Catalan avant-garde chef Ferran Adrià, both awarded the
maximum three stars by the Michelin Guide. “They cherish our exceptional shapes above
all, our spherical bowls for example,” says Rath. “We are especially strong in Japan. The
restaurant culture there is at a very high level overall. Things are served from many
different kinds of shapes, which are consciously chosen to match the food, drink, and
guest. Playfulness and curiosity, sensually refined experiences – these elements merge
very well with our own approach.”
Chandeliers: With a Starburst to the Stars
In 1883, Lobmeyr and Thomas Edison made the first electric crystal chandelier for the
Vienna Hofburg Palace, causing a sensation. In 1962, the Starburst chandelier for the
Metropolitan Opera in New York became one of the most renowned chandelier designs in
history. A highpoint of the 1970s was the equipping of the great mosques of Mecca and
Medina, and in more recent times the illumination of hotels and restaurants, such as the
Wolseley in London. “In Austria, chandeliers are increasingly popular in private homes,
we definitely see a revival,” says Johannes Rath, “but restoration is also playing a
growing role.” In spring 2013, Lobmeyr signed a major contract for Vienna’s
Liechtenstein Palace for the restoration of twenty historic crystal chandeliers.
Lobmeyr International
Lobmeyr products are available internationally through over fifty select suppliers. The
distribution network reaches from USA throughout Europe and all the way to stores in
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Shanghai, and South Korea. “There is an emphasis on the US east
coast markets – Bergdorf Goodman or Barneys in New York – and also increasingly on
Japan. In Europe, we are very strong in Switzerland, the Benelux states, London, and
Paris,” says Leonid Rath. Twenty percent of glassware sales are exports. Popular
products are not just staples such as the Alpha glasses or the Patrician set by Josef
Hoffmann, but increasingly also our contemporary designs, which now make up 25
percent of glassware sales.
The Lobmeyr Store: An Exquisite All-Round Decorator
The Lobmeyr Store on Vienna’s historic Kärntner Straße sells not only its own products,
but also a selection of other finely manufactured items, including Meissen,
Nymphenburg, Rosenthal and Augarten for porcelain, Christofle, Robbe & Berking and
the Wiener Silber Manufactur for silverware, living accessories by the US brand Pacific
Connections, as well as table linens made to order. “Our choice of brands is based upon
the same high demands for quality as for our own products,” explains Andreas Rath.
“Many brands are available in Vienna at our store alone. And each and every piece has a
reason that have put it on display.”
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Glass – Chandeliers – Store: Three Lobmeyr Highlights

Drinking Set No. 248 “Sagmeister on Loos”
Design: Stefan Sagmeister, 2012
The cardinal virtues, the deadly sins –
set in glass by Stefan Sagmeister for Lobmeyr.

“Metropolitan” Chandelier
Design: Hans Harald Rath, 1962
Lobmeyr wrote design history with this
chandelier for the New York Metropolitan
Opera.

“White Coral” Set
Ted Muehling for Nymphenburg
Ted Muehling got the inspiration for this set
from the Rococo shapes of the
Nymphenburg manufactory.

J. & L. LOBMEYR
Kärntner Straße 26, 1010 Vienna
Mon to Fri 10 a.m.- 7 p.m., Sat 10 a.m.- 6 p.m.,
Closed Sundays and Holidays
T +43 1 512 05 08-88
office@lobmeyr.at
www.lobmeyr.at
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