PHAIDON DESIGN CLASSICS Industrially manufactured objects
of aesthetic value and timeless quality: 1 definitive models of lasting
influence and enduring significance; 2 objects that are innovative in
their use of new materials and unite technological advances with
peautiful design; 3 objects characterized by simplicity, balance and

purity of form; 4 objects that are perfect in their design and have
remained unchanged since their creation. VOLUME ONE

PHAIDON







Lu ﬂ“"‘ﬂ Lobmeyr w:s part of a family firm of Austrian
glassware sellers, and added hs own design legacy by crealing an
innovative and highly sought after range of crysial glassas. His
father Josef opened a glassware shop in Vienna in the 1820s,
after an appranticeship with an uncle. This was originally just a
dealership; the designs were produced by a faclory in Bohemia
While his brather, also called Josef, took care of the commercial
sicde of the business, Ludwig had a passion and understanding of
glass design. Inspired by the eastern, Greek, Roman and Venetian
glass he saw at the Great Exhibition of 1831 in Loadan, ho bogan
eoparimanting with enamelling and painting glass. By 1856 he had
developad what came to be known as ‘muslin’ glass. This crystal
pattermed class, mene milimetres thick, was difficult to manufaciure.
It had fo be hand-blown, cut, engraved and polished by hand, a
process involving more than a dozen skilled craftsmen to ensure
every last detail was exact A whole range of muslin glass was
pmdwed..including objects from cecanters and gobleis to the
‘Lobmeyr’ Crystal Drinking Set. Wine aficionados loved it because it
created tho thinnost possible surface betweon the liguid and ono's
mouth. Unadorned and fragie, the glass has a timeless appeal that
waould mot loow out of place had it been designed a cenlbury later.
Ludwig Lobmeyr was a founding father of the Arts and Crafts
movemeant in Vienna, becoming something of a cultural patron in
the city and counting mary artists and sculptors among his friends.
He retired from the business in 1900, having trained his nephew
tefan Rath to conlinue the pioneering glasswork, Rath later
flourished in this role, positiening the company at the heart of the
tum-of-the-century aristic collective, the Vienna Secession, and
promoting good industrial design. The hand-produced range
continues to be boughl by collactors and fine restaurants today.
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Ludwig Lobmayr (1020-1917)
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Faaeil' Hofferueren [ 1876 1056)
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Josef Hoffmann enjoyed .«
redadcnsiip with the Vienress glassmaker J & L Lobemey
whech wiks cennane by’ o frasndsh babsnan T architscy
and desgagrate and tha theen Fosd of B business, Steten
Rath. The Seres B glasswans was an sarly product of this
parinarship, whach bagan in 1610, Lobmeyr was one of
e P ntFegiasic susporiang 0 Hotfmenns sinct
Fesrrras, mned Sl makons Serse B doday, In il moceimity,
simpiicdy of form and deploymaent of Black and white, the
damgn Chlpni e halregrks Dot of HolSmanm's work grnd
thetr Coslpegd of Bp Wierr Wioricatite, which Holtmasn ard
Koloman Mo had lounded in 1803 &3 8 co-aparative of
mpplend mris. Im partcular, they sirove Both b promale
cf it ia manalig o S Uy II:I-FI 18 W et Ak tid
hugAosnically bt decorabon, whh Thiny el obacuned
T tacan., By thed Tt o Bl Sained "B glasswann, Hioltmanns
widei o Tl Bouss &5 A8 corlents 5 & Sl work of ar
Fiag i Pa? (10 Bt o B Palid S el ." Q711 bt
= B sols for the Dhanker Bnd BT lower Aukcdphe Stocisl
Winnor Warkslhine feredd hid A8 cran GRS veirkaRon
nsaad, g deg g s Tamnse g0 By ariernal FuEm;
tachiarere T Sareeel B, o COmimaor wath Qs il iy
dedan trom the Hotheannh Lokt pafnenbeg,
wij e Breen Blceam r'|:|-'1.l.1||_ daroraled weth black bronntes
and frogieed The Beonnbs lachnique hid Bessn davslopnd
paist te pears sarfier in Gohemia, (e tractonsl home ol
glasaraxing In this process the glass wad coabed with a
Eayar ol bronste, on 10 whach e deconati dedign woukd
b painted with varnish. Any wvam sl'ci:l Beoruite was
ther removed wilh acid, leweng & decotalee patben with
i ol i Lokt '5!..1'.&!'-&6 a I".-l'.. rapulalson
with its products included a8 cary a8 e 158208 in
colachond such o The Museum of Modérn Al in
M Yook and London's Viclona and Albart Mussiom



The Viennese company LObmeyr nas been successtuny
building cn s inlernalicnal repulaticn Fod glass-making sifde sl
Letmeyr lounded 1he business in 1823 Today the company ean boast
nearly 300 different drinking seiz. including this bar sel desigred by the
Ausbrign prehilec] Adol Loos im 1029, Locs was commessicnad by Somguangy
dinsClor Shofan Raih who embraced (he sills of several ofher promisand
archilects and artists when he look over the reins from his uncle, Ludsig
Lebmayr, al tha fwn o Phe conlury, Frem 1897 Loos worked as an
indepandent archiec] im Vienna &% hs Calé Museum Chair of 1899
Hhastrales, he inroduced 8 more raticnal and olter geometng style 1o his
dasigns, away lrem the absbiacied, aalure-irmkpired Torms ol Ihe Vienna
Secaision growp of arbisls and archeiecis. A well &5 desigring Loos also
vodoed his opanioms on broad culbural sswes in influenbad essays thal were
publisked in Das Andere, 8 pericdical thal he eslablished in 1903, |1/ afe
eRkay Hiled "Ormament und Yerbrechen' ("Ornament and Crimne’) of 1908,
Loos challerged Lhe valee of decoration. claiming d was a wasle of energy
and represenied cullersl degeneracy. Subsaquently, his angeing design
vl @mbadiod thets Norwadd -hesiong priacaplea. Indsed, this drinking s
for Lobmeyr caplures & relimed. siuvdy sophsslicaticn that is free from
pericd-specilic palerming or grnamenialion Today the glasses ade hand-
Blows Irem lead-free erpalal, mads in Germany b Ausirian specificatsns.
Each glass s Then cut and engraved by 8 copper whaesl. crealing the simple.
geamaebic grd. Il could be srgued that the grid-like engraving on the schd
bases of ihe lumbler and decanier &% wall &5 on the decanier S1opper |5
uncharscieristic decoration. One suspects that Loos would insist it is a
practical feature, adding lriction io aid gip on surfaces and lo pravest
polinhad glass Iram shppng oul of she's hands WhabEweT Ihe Snawss, the
sat, including & Firger Bowl, Beer Glayss, Water Pilcher, White Wine Glass
and Ligwew Glass. has susiained successhul marhel positioning fod the
specialial glads maker and retisss & limeleds appeal 151 Cuifnmers todsy.
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