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A New Dawn

A bold new initiative sets out to pull
Austria out of design obscurity. Richard Prime
believes they might just succeed.
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ieels Austrian design has a similar approach to

German design; functional but at the same time

fthe approach is fresh and fun. “It sits between
lian style and German craftsmanship.”

The word craftsmanship comes up frequently.
For the Austrian old guard, quality is key:
Emprechtinger enthuses about Team 7
employing only the finest traditional hand
craftsmen for its sensual furniture rna_Qg.from
hand sourced Austrian wood.

However, craftsmanship is not @nough;
design must be cutting edge to make an impact
and this is not how Austria is currently viewed.
Thomas M Bene, executive director of one of the
country’s best known exporters, acknowledges;
“The image that people often have about
Austrian design is that it's quite old fashioned
@nd traditional.” Leonid A. Rath from Crystal
gxpert Lobmeyr agrees, concluding that; “Our
feritage Is important but it's also vital to shake
0'f the shackles of the past. The net\‘;fh'y»rs
a1 open to tradition and as producers we are
ieceptive to young designers and want to help
them progress. "

Crucially, there does appear to be more
tialogue between emerging design and
established companies. But Austria is still battling
with massive under-investment; “Compared to
Scandinavia who has over €6 million to promote

ones to watch...

Founders Marie Rahm and Monica Singer’s
work stresses the importance of bringing
pleasure back to usage. Polka’s glass carafe
with drinking glass (made with handblown
crystal by Lobmeyr) is an understated
example of how to design something

that works perfectly while looking
viciously beautiful. It's delicate looks and
transparency mean that many visitors to
PAD almost missed it at first glance.

www.polkaproducts.com

Design team Nada Nasrallah & Christian
Horner met studying industrial design with
the likes of Ron Arad and Borek Sipek. The
duo, who come from differing professional
backgrounds, enjoy subverting the notions
of spaces and their natural usage. Whether
designing a set of magnetic rolling salt

and pepper shakers or a magazine rack
cum table that lives happily all over the

house, Soda’s designs display the Austrian
attributes of impeccable craftsmanship and
sly cheekiness.

www.soda.at



